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Course description 
 
This course provides an overview of Central Eurasian history from the mid-15th century to 

the present day. As a course developed to engage students with the historiographical themes within a 
specific regional context, students will be familiarized with the historical and cultural developments 
of a region crucial to Islamic history. This course may be taken as a continuation of “Introduction to 
the History and Civilizations of Central Eurasia I” or as a standalone course.  

 The main focus is on the social and political history of the region from the end of the 
Timurid hold on Central Eurasia to the present day, and we will be considering themes such as 
gender, ethnicity, religion, nation-building and nationalism, modernity discourse, language, and 
literature.  Central Eurasia as a region is notoriously difficult to define, but in this course our 
geographic focus will span regions, which today comprise Mongolia, Xinjiang, Tibet, the former 
Soviet Republics, and will touch upon neighboring areas, including Anatolia, Iran, Siberia, and India.  
In our studies of the abovementioned themes and regions, students will learn the intricacies and 
dynamics of the relationships between sedentary and nomadic peoples, as well as the political, 
commercial, and cultural links that span the Eurasian continent.  

The readings for this class include some of the best recent literature on Central Asian history 
in English, as well as a range of primary source materials, such as memoirs, travel literature, 
government decrees, interviews, poetry and court histories. Discussions of these texts will be 
complemented by visual material, including documentaries, feature films, paintings, photographs, 
and textiles. The emphasis of this class is discussion, rather than lecturing, although no previous 
knowledge of the region is assumed, and there are no prerequisites. It would be helpful, though not 
essential, to have previously taken a history class (including a Civ sequence).  

 Having taken this class, you will not only have deepened your understanding of less known, 
yet geo-strategically crucial region of the world, but also have acquired a set of broadly applicable 
skills, including the ability to: 

ü critically analyze primary documents, of a wide variety of styles and time periods 
ü identify an author’s thesis and evaluate how well it is supported 
ü formulate a logical and coherent argument of your own, both in class discussion and 

written papers. 
 

Reading Schedule 

All readings will be provided under “Reading Schedule” on augustsamie.com/courses 
 
 



Assignments 

• Class participation       30% 
(the participation grade includes points for attendance and contributions to discussion.) 

• midterm paper       25%  
• oral presentation s      10% 
• final paper        35% 

 
Requirements 

1. Class Participation (30%) 

Active participation in class is the basis for a good participation grade. Come prepared to pose 
discussion questions on the assigned texts, and to engage fellow classmates in conversation. You 
should always come to class having completed the assigned reading, and with questions and 
comments prepared in advance. Guidelines for course discussions are available under “Course 
Documents”.  
Unjustified and/or repeated absences will have a negative impact on your participation grade. If you 
have any concerns about your participation in class, please talk to me after class, or email me and 
arrange a meeting, sooner rather than later. 

2. Midterm Paper (25%) ~ 5-7 pages 

Prompt will be given approximately one week prior to due date.  

3. Oral Presentations (10%) ~ 5 minutes 

Each week, selected students will be required to present on a course reading. Students will be given 
presentation materials the week prior to their presentations.   

Final paper (35%) ~ 7-10 pages 

Prompt will be given approximately one week prior to due date; alternatively, students can compose 
a research question related to their areas of interest (with instructor approval).  

 
More on paper policies:  
 
Late papers will not be accepted unless an extension is requested (and granted) no less than one 
week before the due date of the paper. PLAN AHEAD! Papers submitted late without advance 
permission will be penalized one grade (A to A-) for each day the paper is late. 
Please familiarize yourself with the University policies on academic honesty and plagiarism; 
ignorance of these will not be considered a valid excuse. See:  
http://cir.uchicago.edu/currentstudents/UofC%20Plagiarism%20Guidelines.pdf  
http://facultyhandbook.uchicago.edu/teaching/plagiarism.shtml 
Please do not hesitate to contact me outside of class – by e-mail, during office hours or to schedule 
an appointment if you have any questions or comments. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Course Schedule (tentative) 
 
Week 1 - The Coming Millennium (March 27 and 29) 
 
Recap of Central Eurasia I; Introduction to Central Eurasian topography, climate, populations, 
cultures; Recap Advent of Timurids, late-Timurids, and post-Timurids 
 
Week 2 - “Gunpowder Empires”: Eurasia in the Early Modern Era (April 3 and 5) 
 
Ottomans, Safavids, Mughals, Uzbeks, cultural developments 
 
Week 3- The Khanates  (April 10 and 12) 
 
Political fragmentation (Khiva, Bukhara, Dzunghars); Trade, nautical advancements, Central Asia as 
backwater?  
 
Week 4- Central Asia on the Eve of the Russian Conquest (April 17 and 19) 
 
Emirate of Bukhara, Khanates of Khiva and Kokand; The Russian Conquest 
 
Week 5- Empire building (April 24 and 27) 
 
What is an empire? Russians and Qing (Complications within Empire); Russian Rule in Turkestan 
 
Week 6- Changing Empires (May 1 and 3) 
 
Jadidism and Revolutions; Bolshevism and Chinese Nationalism 

 
Week 7- Nations within Empire (May 8 and 10) 
 
Socialist Republics, Religion; 20th Century Central Asia  

 
 

Week 8- Imperial Encounters (May 15 and 17) 
 
Collectivization, famine, war, Islam; Women, modernity, Islam cont. 
 
Week 9 - End of the Soviet Union (May 22 and 24) 
 
Independent Nation States, Uzbekistan case study  
  
Week 10 – Course Wrap-Up Session (May 29) 



 
 Last Session 
	


